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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-18 are presented in this application for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Homeyer et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,842,686). 

Homeyer et al discloses a method and device for controlling the drive unit of a 
vehicle by adjusting an output quantity of the drive unit in dependence upon desired 
input quantities (abstract, figure 1 , column 2). According to Homeyer et al, the 
adjustment (e.g., control) of the output quantity is performed by forming a desired 
value which considers the desired value input quantities in a sequence of their priorities 
(column 3). Note that the priority may be based, for example, on actuating time. 
Moreover, Homeyer et al. disclose the step of assigning a priority to each of the desired 
value input quantities (See col. 6, lines 35-45); Homeyer et al further discloses that the 
desired input quantities are considered staring with the quantity having the lowest 
quantity, for example the smallest actuating time. See column 3. In column 4, Homeyer 
et al discloses coupling (or assigning) different priorities to the desired input quantities 
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(lines 19-28). See also column 5. Homeyer et al discloses in column 6 that the priority is 
fixedly or permanently assigned to each of the desired input quantities. Moreover, in 
column 5, Homeyer et al discloses that the priority is variably assigned to the each one 
of the desired input quantities and that the priorities are assigned upon the operating 
state of the vehicle (lines 10-15). See also column 6. As described in the abstract and 
columns 2- 3, in particular, Homeyer et al discloses that different types of desired input 
quantities are considered by different modules and desired input quantities of the same 
type are considered by a single module for forming he desired value. The desired value, 
according to Homeyer et al, can be a desired torque (column 3, 6). As described in 
column 7, the desired input quantities limit the desired value by an additive (or 
maximum) amount. 

REMARKS 

As pointed out in the office action, the prior art discloses the limitation of "assigning a 
priority to each of the desired value input quantities" as shown in col. 6, lines 35-45. It is 
specifically assigning priority of the input of torque values (considered as torque values 
(input quantities) are selected on the basis of maximum and minimum value selection 
stages and characteristics which are assigned to the selected desired torque). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Rosenberg 



(U.S. Patent No. 4,763,282) discloses a programming format 



wherein Fig. 15 depicts the flow diagram for a program which controls torque values; 
and further at col. 25, lines 3-10 a control unit wherein input is processed by a priority 
compiler means. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gertrude Arthur-Jeanglaude whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6954. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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